
 



 

 

Our Land—Our People—Our Future 

 

We respect the land and sea that defines 

our community and enriches our quality of 

life. 

 

We value our families, our people and our 

community, we respect our Elders. We are 

strong families with pride and confidence 

in who we are.  We are proud of our cul-

ture and our traditions.  

We stand together  on country as one.  

  

We are dedicated to promoting empower-

ment of people, protection of the environ-

ment and respect of cultural diversity.  

 

We provide opportunities for community 

involvement and provide protection of our 

cultural sites so that younger generations 

can benefit from the conservation of the 

area and maintenance of our culture for 

many more years to come. 
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Yuku-Baja-Muliku Staff  

Contact 

 

Yuku-Baja-Muliku Rangers Office 

142 Charlotte Street 

Cooktown  QLD 4895. 

Tel: 07 40 696 957 

Fax: 07 40 696 501 

www.archerpoint.com.au 

 

 

Lot 4 

Archer Point Road 

Archer Point, Cooktown. 

QLD 4895 

Tel: 07 40 695 330 

 

 

This newsletter has been produced  

with the support of the Queensland  

and Australian Governments. 
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Yuku-Baja-Muliku Newsletter 

 

Welcome to the sixth edition of the Yuku-Baja-Muliku News. 

 

We wish everybody the very best and look forward to sharing our stories and 

achievements with you. 

 

Please contact our office if you would like to contribute to the next edition. 



 

 

Yuku-Baja-Muliku Landowner & Reserves Ltd was formed in 2007 by Yuku-Baja-Muliku Traditional 

Owners. Our Corporation is a non –profit Indigenous Organisation and our objectives are to continue 

working with our sister organisation Yuku Baja Muliku Land Trust representing the interests of our clan 

members and our land & sea.  

We are striving towards a sustainable economy, real jobs, strong culture and effective land and sea man-

agement. Through regaining our land and through the establishment of our ranger program we have 

created the foundation and springboard to achieve our vision. Our current projects include: 

 

• A comprehensive ranger program, employing 14 people who undertake a wide range of land and 

sea management activities; 

• A turtle rescue and rehabilitation centre; 

• Developing and promoting entrepreneurial activity; 

• Establishment of visitor services and infrastructure, including camping sites and walking tracks; 

• Developing a junior ranger program; and 

• Developing and designing a homeland movement. 

 

Yuku Baja Muliku activities, finance and business occurs under the Yuku Baja Muliku Landowner and 

Reserves Ltd (ABN: 68 124 429 009, ACN: 124 429 009) and its sister organisation Yuku Baja 

Muliku Land Trust. The Yuku Baja Muliku Landowner and Reserves Ltd is governed by three Directors 

who are elected by the Traditional Owners. Directors are appointed through an electoral process that is 

held every three years. 

The organisation is overseen by Managing Director Larissa Hale and key management 

positions include an Operations Manager, Administration Manager and Resource Ranger, and Cultural 

Heritage Manager. The organisation has 14 employees, focused on land, sea and cultural management 

and economic development. 

 

We are currently managing projects through funding partnerships with; 

• Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority—Australian Government 

• Working on Country Program—Australian Government 

• Indigenous Land & Sea Rangers Program—Queensland Government 
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This year has started out with us running again.  Working on many different projects, such as turtle, 

weeds, feral animals, Junior Rangers plus many more. 

 

We began the new year with a few of our rangers and Junior Rangers visiting and attending training at 

the Mon Repo Turtle Training Camp near Bundaberg, in January.  This is always a fantastic opportunity 

for the rangers to learn more about the turtles and to participate in training with Col Limpus from 

DEHP, while assisting with the fantastic work that he and his team do in collecting data from nesting tur-

tles and emerging nests. 

 

The new rangers office at Archer Point is nearing completion and our town office is ready to move into.  

There will be a few changes this year, with our ranger program operating from the Archer Point Ranger 

Base and our financial team will be working in our new town office at 

142 Charlotte Street (the old lure shop). 

 

We work as a team and are constantly busy, building aspirations and de-

veloping projects that will hopefully provide a stronger program for fu-

ture generations.  

 

We welcome people to join with us and thank all that have supported us 

and continue to support us in our endeavours. 

 

Hope you enjoy reading our latest newsletter. 
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2014 Visit to Mon Repo 
Above: Mick Hale digging emerged turtle nest and Junior Ranger Kynan Hale watching. 

Left: Junior Rangers,  
Jalun Baird, Mariska Hale, Leilani Hale, Gauai Wallace & Kynan Hale 

Another fantastic season at Mon Repo. This 

year Yuku Baja Muliku Rangers,  Gauai 

Wallace, Stephen Doughboy Junior, Clive 

Kulka and Operations Manager Mick Hale 

attended the Turtle Training Program at 

Mon Repo with Dr Col Limpus.  

They  participated in all training and volun-

teering for the week. With work ranging from 

nest digs to  monitor the success rate of each 

nest. Release of a logger head turtle with 

tracker, collecting data from laying turtles 

and monitoring  emerging nests and hatch-

lings.  

While doing all of that they also had night 

shifts where they got the opportunity to assist 

the EHP Rangers with visiting tourists who 

had travelled to Mon Repo to view the hatch-

lings emerging from their nests or a female 

turtle coming in to lay her eggs.  

This is a fantastic opportunity for our rangers 

to be able to learn a lot more about these 

wonderful animals but also provides an op-

portunity for them to network and make con-

tacts with people in the same filed of work. 

 

Mon Repos Turtle Encounters 

Mon Repos supports the largest concentration of 

nesting marine turtles on the eastern Australian main-

land and has the most significant loggerhead turtle 

nesting population in the South Pacific region. Success-

ful breeding here is critical for the survival of this en-

dangered species. 

Many people visit Mon Repos each year to watch 

nesting and hatching turtles. Turtles are easily dis-

turbed if correct watching guidelines are not followed. 

To manage turtle watching, Queensland Parks and 

Wildlife Service operates Mon Repos Turtle Encoun-

ters. 
 

For more information 

www.nprsr.qld.gov.au or phone 13 QGOV (13 74 68). 

Mobile phone charges may apply. 

QPWS Mon Repos during turtle season (Nov–Mar):  (07) 4159 1652 

 

Bookings essential 
Tickets are limited, book: 

Online: www.bookbundabergregion.com.au 

Phone: (07) 4153 8888 

Over-the-counter: 271 Bourbong Street Bundaberg QLD 
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Turtle Rescue & Rehabilitation 

We have had a reasonably good year so far with less 

reports of sick animals, however there is still a high 

number of animals washing in deceased that had 

been floating for a long time. 

Our most memorable animal this year is currently in 

care is a baby hawksbill approximately 2 years of 

age with a shell size of  14.5cm. Named Hurtle.  

Hurtle is nearly ready for release, however we are 

waiting to see if we can place a micro tracker on this 

animal as this is a very rare opportunity to be able to 

track an animal this young.   

Above Left: Zeila Wallace, Mariska Hale & Gauai Wallace Jnr at Mon Repo Turtle Camp Base. Above Right: Gauai Wallace and Mick Hale digging 

emerged nest. Below: Dr Col Limpus with rangers digging emerged nests, Clive Kulka and Stephen Junior Doughboy. 
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After a long wait the builders started the con-

struction of the Yuku-Baja-Muliku Rangers Of-

fice on the 11th November 2013. The devel-

opment of the  building has moved forward 

very quickly and efficiently, thanks to builder 

Lew Collier and his team of trades people. 

With only another few weeks of work we will 

hopefully be able to start moving in to our of-

fice and plan the opening of our new facility.  

The Yuku-Baja-Muliku Rangers will be operat-

ing from the new base by June 2014. 

In April our rangers should be taking ownership of a new vessel to assist with their sea country man-

agement program. Enabling them to be on the water a lot more, conducting patrols, turtle tagging and 

monitoring.  

Our rangers have had the opportunity to do some turtle tagging with Sam Dibella from DEHP and 

have completed their training with Dr Col Limpus at the Mon Repo turtle training camp. This training 

has helped the rangers understand the issues that are affecting the sea turtle populations and how col-

lecting the data will assist with a better understanding 

on how many animals are left and what  could be af-

fecting their health. 

Turtle tagging and monitoring is only one program that 

our rangers participate in. Yuku-Baja-Muliku Rangers 

have many  projects that they work on throughout the 

year, including but not limited to, fire management, 

pest and feral animals management, weed manage-

ment, water quality testing,  crocodile surveys, compli-

ance and patrols, plus many more.   
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In January 2014 the Yuku Baja Muliku Rangers and 5 junior rangers visited the Mon Repo 
Turtle Rookery near Bundaberg. 

The junior rangers got to help Dr. Col Limpus and the rangers with nest digs and assist 
with emerging nests, this involved the rangers digging out the nest to check how many 
eggs the turtle had laid, and how many of those eggs hatched. 

The children got to write down how many eggs were laid, how many hatched, predated, 
how many deceased in nest and sometimes some live hatchlings were found. After the 
nest was inspected and all data was collected the surviving baby turtle hatchlings were 
then released to the Sea, this was such a fantastic thing for the children to do.       

The junior rangers also had the opportunity to participate in the tour that is run out of 

Mon Repo at night. On their tour they got to see a big green sea turtle come in to lay, but 
after coming up to the sand dunes and getting her nest ready, she decided that she was 
not going to lay that night.  

The tour guide said that the sea turtles sometimes come to shore 2-3 times before they 
eventually lay their eggs.  

Later on that night they got to see some baby turtles, which they took pictures with be-
fore released by the ranger on duty.  

Some of the kids got to make a line with flash lights, while others stood on the side very 
quietly to release the turtle to the sea, they learnt that you just can’t take the baby sea 
turtle to the water you must let it walk down the beach so that they get a magnetic feel of 
the earth and this will lead them back to the same beach when it’s their time to lay their 
eggs. 

The junior rangers also visited some of Bundaberg’s most popular tourist attractions such 
as the ginger beer factory and the Mystery craters. While on the excursion the junior 
rangers had a booklet that they filled out during their time spent in Bundaberg, to record 

their experience. 

The senior rangers would work during the day and also do night shifts, the worked in-
volved learning to collect the sea turtle eggs in the correct way that would not harm the 
baby inside and then they would need to count the eggs then return them to the nest, 
also lifting up Sea turtle to take in for weighing which where over 100kg. The senior rang-
ers were delighted to get to do this type of work with the sea turtles and found the job 
most rewarding, they also got to work with other ranger groups with is good for their net-
working and making new friends. 

The most recorded sea turtles in the Mon Repo area are the loggerhead turtles. There 
were only 2 green sea turtles that have been coming to lay their eggs in the area, so 
when they come to shore they are put on a high priority list for the 
rangers to collect data off.   

The studies that the rangers have done will be useful in their work 
place, as we the Yuku Baja Muliku Ranger group; run a turtle rescue 
centre out of Archer Point. The studies undertaken would be benefi-
cial if ever in the near future a sea turtle that might come to lay 

eggs in the Yuku Baja Muliku area. 

In closing the trip to Mon Repo was very successful and everyone 
that went enjoyed the work involved. 

We were all very grateful of what we have learnt and getting to 
work alongside Dr. Col Limpus was an experience that the rangers 
would have for a life time.  

Getting to see the large Sea turtles and releasing the baby sea tur-
tles were one of the highlights of the trip, if the opportunity arises 
again the Yuku Baja Muliku team would be more than happy to par-
ticipate.  

 

Story by Zeila Wallace 



  

 
Yuku-Baja-Muliku Newsletter 



 

 
Yuku-Baja-Muliku Newsletter 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Yuku Baja Muliku Rangers to do Eyes & Ears Training with 

GBRMPA—Date to be confirmed. 

 Yuku Baja Muliku New  Ranger Base Office near completion—

opening to be advised 

 Yuku Baja Muliku Town Office to open in old Lure Shop at 142 

Charlotte Street in April 2014 

 Yuku Baja Muliku Landowner & Reserves Ltd Board Meeting 

May 21st 2014 

 Yuku-Baja-Muliku Junior Ranger Camp June 2014 

 Yuku Baja Muliku Rangers Vessel to be completed April 2014 


