
 



 

 

Our Land—Our People—Our Future 

 

We respect the land and sea that defines 

our community and enriches our quality of 

life. 

 

We value our families, our people and our 

community, we respect our Elders. We are 

strong families with pride and confidence 

in who we are.  We are proud of our cul-

ture and our traditions.  

We stand together  on country as one.  

  

We are dedicated to promoting empower-

ment of people, protection of the environ-

ment and respect of cultural diversity.  

 

We provide opportunities for community 

involvement and provide protection of our 

cultural sites so that younger generations 

can benefit from the conservation of the 

area and maintenance of our culture for 

many more years to come. 
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Welcome to the eigth edition of the Yuku-Baja-Muliku News. 

 

We wish everybody the very best and look forward to sharing our stories and 

achievements with you. 

 

Please contact our office if you would like to contribute to the next edition. 
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Kuku Bulkaway Indigenous Art Gallery 

“Telling our Stories” 

 

Yuku Baja Muliku Landowner & Reserves Ltd has opened a new Indigenous Art Gal-

lery   based in Cooktown, North Queensland, at 142 Charlotte Street. 

It is about a 4 hour drive north from Cairns. 

Our artist’s inspiration comes from the land and sea country that surrounds them.   

Many of the paintings come from stories that the artists were taught as children or of 

local bush food and animals in our region.  

By painting these pieces, they are sharing their stories with you.  

 

All of our artworks are handcrafted and painted by local artists, and we invite other 

local indigenous artists to contact us at the gallery if they would like to display and 

sell their art through the gallery.  We have art and crafts such as paintings, clap sticks, 

dilly bags, jewellery, kullops, but are always looking for new pieces  

and artists' for the gallery.  

 

Contact: Lauren Bowyer (07) 40 696 957,  

lauren.bowyer@archerpoint.com.au 

A B O U T  T H E  G A L L E R Y  
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This year we have had a number of visitors on country.   

New relationships were formed and old friendships revisited.  It was fantastic to be able to 

host the different training sessions and camps with other organizations to build a stronger 

network  within Cape York. 

 

We would like to thanks those teams that did participate and welcome you to join us again 

in the future. 

 

Some of the activities carried out were: 

• Junior Rangers Camp 2014 YBM Junior Rangers and Lama Lama Junior Rangers at 

Archer Point. 

• Seagrass Training held by James Cook Uni with YBM Rangers, DEHP and Lama La-

ma Rangers. 

• Eyes & Ears Training facilitated by GBRMPA with Dept of Prime minister & Cabinet, 

YBM Rangers and Hopevale Rangers. 

• Endeavour Christian College—Turtle Hospital Tour and environmental excursion. 

• Cooktown State School, Uncles & Aunties Program—Sustainability. 

• Mike Darcy—Turtle Hospital Tour. 

 

YBM Rangers, Junior Rangers and Lama Lama Rangers and Junior Rangers, Archer Point 2014 
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ABOVE: YBM Rangers & Hopevale Rangers with BRMPA 

participating in Eyes & Ears Training. 
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Along with the special projects and Cyclone work, the YBM Rangers also had a full 

work schedule they have to complete each quarter.  

These can range from fire management, pest weed and feral animal management, sea 

grass watch to name a few.  

This year YBM Rangers have also completed some work with the QLD Parks team with 

the removal of old fence lines, surveying of boundaries, weed management, fire control 

and lantana pulling within the Nature Refuge and Yuku Baja Muliku National Park are-

as. 

Out Operations Manager also had the opportunity to go to Raine Island to assist DEHP 

staff with installation of sand monitoring spears and nest data collector's for the green 

turtle rookery.  

With such a busy work schedule, we are lucky to have such an amazing team, that  can 

work well together and manage to get the work done within the time frames required.  

ABOVE: Gauai Wallace  using a drip torch along the fire line. 
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ABOVE: Rangers on the fire line at Archer Point. 

 

BELOW: Photos from Raine Island, 

and team that assisted with the works 

while there. 



 

 

Jack John George Doughboy 
(Deceased) 
D.O.B: 16.06.1932  D.O.D: 27.02.2007  

 

Summary: 

  

Son of King George Doughboy and Annie Doughboy (nee Seagreen), brother 
to Lorraine Baird (nee Doughboy), Ernie Doughboy (dec.), Marie Sycamore 
(nee Doughboy) (dec.) 

Husband to his first wife; Louisa Doughboy (nee Banjo) (dec.) with whom he 
had his seven children; Irene Bowyer (nee Doughboy), Doris Doughboy, Ma-
bel (Mavis) Doughboy, Joyce Henderson (nee Doughboy), Marie Doughboy 
(dec.), Christopher Doughboy (dec.) and Stephen John Doughboy. 

His second relationship was with Vivien Wilson (dec.). 
 

Life Story: 

 

Jack was born on Oakey Creek to Annie & George Doughboy on the 16th of June 

1932. 

They lived for a while on the Oakey Creek and Annan River while Jack was still very 
young. 

The family moved back to Wujal Wujal for a short time. 

Jack was sent off to Olive Vale Station when he was about eight or nine years old to work. 

He stayed at Olive Vale where he met and married Louisa Banjo and their first daughter Irene was born in 1958. 

A couple of years later they moved to Cooktown where they continued to work for the Elme’s family and lived in a shed at the back of 

the Elme’s family home which is now known as the Cooktown Alamanda Inn. 

On the 1st of October 1964 Jack and Louisa were given an exemption by the Protector of Native Affairs from the Aboriginal Protection 
Act allowing them to move out of the Aboriginal settlement and find their own independent accommodation and employment, however 

employment was harder to find because no employer was willing to pay the award wage to an Aboriginal person therefore this meant that 
they needed to move around frequently in order to find suitable employment.  

While living and working in Cooktown they had their other daughters; Doris, Mavis, Joyce and Marie. 

Their first son Christopher was born on the 14th of February 1967 while the family were still based in Cooktown. 

At about 14 months of age Christopher was flown from Kalinga Station where Jack had been working and taken to Cairns Base Hospital 
and later flown to Brisbane where he was diagnosed with Spina Bifida, the family lost contact with Christopher and would later be reunit-

ed with him as a grown man with his carers in 1997. 

The family moved around to various locations for work and later settled in Gordonvale and lived with Jack’s Sister Marie and her Hus-
band Noel Sycamore (dec) for some time cutting sugar cane and working at Querha meatworks in Cairns. 

Their youngest Son Stephen was born in Gordonvale in 1969. 

They packed up again and moved back up north to Lakeland Downs where the kids went to school up until 1973, Jack worked there as a 
Ringer and was one of the Truck Drivers that hauled the grain from the farms at Lakeland to the port at Archer Point. Louisa and the 

kids moved to Laura leaving Jack in Lakeland to continue working. 

He later left Lakeland and moved about working at several different places for quite some time. 

He then settled in Chillagoe with Vivien Wilson here they both lived and worked for several years before moving to Dimbulah to live 

with his eldest Daughter Irene, her husband John Bowyer (dec.) and their children. 

When Vivien passed away in 1997 Jack moved to Mareeba where he settled into a unit in the Aged Pensioner Cottages and became more 
actively involved in pursuing recognition of Traditional Ownership for our country. 

Jack lived his life to the fullest, he was one of the first Aboriginal people to own his own car, he drove trucks and bulldozers, and was 

well known for his outstanding horsemanship which allowed him to gain employment as a Stockman as well as a Jockey, riding in the 
local races and attended a race meet in Melbourne.  

He was truly a “Jack of all trades.” 

Jack was a hard person to keep tabs on always going “walkabout” and never really settling in one spot at a time, it was always said that if 
you never caught him at 6 O’clock in the morning then you won’t catch him for the rest of the day… 

He lived long enough to see his traditional lands at Archer Point and the Annan River handed back to his family in August 2006 this 

major milestone in his life had come after he had fought for roughly twenty years for the land to be returned to its rightful owners. 

He was a man who was well liked and respected and he made friends everywhere he went. 

He is still missed by all who knew and loved him. 

As Jack Doughboy’s descendants, we are proud to take up the fight to continue with his dream to manage and care for our traditional 

lands and culture for our future generations.  



  

 



 

 

On the 1st of October Yuku Baja Muliku cele-

brated the opening of the Jack Doughboy Indige-

nous Land & Sea Centre and our Traditional Ma-

rine Resources Agreement (TUMRA) Accredita-

tion, on traditional lands at Archer Point.  

The day was a huge success, starting with the 

smoking ceremony, performed by Traditional el-

ders, Nan Lorraine Baird, Adelaide Baird, Joyce 

Henderson and Colin Doughboy.  

Everyone was invited to sit for the speeches to begin, with YBM Chair Irene Bowyer, 

welcoming our guests and thanking all for being there to celebrate the occasion with 

us. She spoke of the work that her father Jack Doughboy (dec) had done to have the 

land handed back to traditional owners, and how proud he would have been if he was 

still with us today, seeing all the work that had been done and continues to be done.  

It has been a long road for Yuku Baja Muliku with many bumps along the way.  We 

have worked hard to get to where we are, and would like to thank all the people and 

organisations that have helped us along the way.   

On the day of the opening Chair Irene Bowyer presented gifts and thanked Balkanu, 

for all their support over the years and their ongoing support with the many projects 

that we work on.  

Stuart Downs (Balkanu),  was present and accepted the gifts on behalf of Balkanu.  

After the presentations Lauren Bowyer, YBM TUMRA Coordinator spoke about the 

work that has been done with traditional owners and neighbours to create the Tradi-

tional Use of Marine Resources Agreement., for Traditional Owners to manage and 

protect the natural resources in our area.  GBRMPA was represented by the Director 

of Indigenous Partnerships Liz Wren, Brian Singleton and Andrew Denzin.  Liz thanked 

YBM for working with GBRMPA and congratulated us on the accreditation of our 

TUMRA. 

The YBM Rangers showed our guests through their new base office and around the 

turtle hospital facility, sharing with them the stories of how we started and the many 

different projects we are working on now. 

Yuku-Baja-Muliku Newsletter 
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Throughout the day it was fantastic to see everyone come together and celebrate such 

an achievement.  It has helped us look at what we have done and opens up many op-

portunities for us to move forward.   

Thank you to everyone that has supported us over the years 

and continue to support and work with us.  

All photos featured for this story were taken by  photographer, Tess Buhman.  Thank you so much they are fantastic 
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Yuku Baja Muliku Turtle Rescue has been busy in the last few months 
with help from the Lama Lama Rangers and local community members re-
porting sick animals, and at times delivering sick or injured turtles to the 

Archer Point Turtle Hospital.  

Currently we have 5 turtles in care, 3 green and 2 hawksbill.  All are doing 

well with general care given by the Yuku Baja Muliku Rangers. 

It’s a very busy program for the turtle carers, with daily cleaning of the 
tanks and refilling with fresh clean water.  Followed by weigh-ins, feeding 

and medication (if required). 

This job can be very time consuming, but rewarding.  Its always amazing 
how each animal has such different personalities and how you can grow 
attached to them. One of the residents, the little hawksbill named Hurtle, 
has been with us now for 12 months and is nearly ready for release.  Being 
our smallest animal in care, Hurtle has become a favourite with staff and 
visitors with his funny little antics when he is hungry or doesn't like his 

food.   

Another animal is a large green turtle, (carapace 102cm), named Princess 
Charlotte, who was picked up from Running Creek, where the Lama Lama 
Rangers had found her stuck on a rock bar and very skinny.  Princess 
Charlotte has started to put on weight, but still has a long road ahead of 
her to full recovery. About two weeks after Princess Charlotte arrived our 
team drove back to Port Stewart and picked up a hawksbill who was float-

ing, she is doing fine and we are hoping to release her in the new year. 

Then we have Jo and Mikki, both were reported to YBM Rangers from local 
residents and have been in care for a few months. These two animals are 
similar in antics, sulking when their tanks are emptied for cleaning and 

then full of activity when its feeding time. 

The YBM Rangers have also been monitoring turtles in the Archer Point ar-

ea, tagging, measuring and collecting data from each animal. 

In the new year we will continue monitoring and tagging, with the hope of 

at least two of the animals being released with satellite trackers. 

The Yuku Baja Muliku Rangers would like to thank everyone that has sup-

port the turtle rescue and rehabilitation program.   

If you do find any animals sick or injured please do not hesitate to call La-

rissa on 0432 283 357 or Mick 0408 577 193. 
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The Yuku Baja Muliku Junior Rangers team has grown a lot this year  with numbers capping at 50 Junior Rangers.   

The program has been very busy with weekly activities ranging from weed identification, bird watching, turtle identification and many oth-
er activities.  

We finished the year with the annual Junior Rangers Christmas Party and awards at the 1770 Restaurant.  A big thank you to Keith and 

Vicki for providing beautiful fish and chips for the Junior Rangers Christmas party celebrations.  

All children have been amazing this year and it never ceases to surprise how much they are learning and can teach us in return. 

There were awards presented  to a  number of children which included, good behavior, Most Avid Wildlife Carer, and participation in out-

door activities. 

 

Thank you to all of the Junior Rangers and their families for their patience and ongoing support for the program, we hope you all have a 

fantastic, magical Christmas and Happy New Year.  We hope to see you again in 2015. 
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 Yuku Baja Muliku Office will be closed 17th December 

2014 to 5th January 2015. For urgent enquiries please contact La-

rissa 0432283357. 

 

 

We would like to wish you all a Merry Christmas & Happy New 

Year. 

Thank you for your support during 2014 and we look forward to 

working with you further in 2015. 


