
 



 

 

Our Land—Our People—Our Future 
 

We respect the land and sea that defines 
our community and enriches our quality of 
life. 
 
We value our families, our people and our 
community, we respect our Elders. We are 
strong families with pride and confidence 
in who we are.  We are proud of our cul-
ture and our traditions.  
We stand together  on country as one.  
  
We are dedicated to promoting empower-
ment of people, protection of the environ-
ment and respect of cultural diversity.  
 
We provide opportunities for community 
involvement and provide protection of our 
cultural sites so that younger generations 
can benefit from the conservation of the 
area and maintenance of our culture for 
many more years to come. 
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Yuku-Baja-Muliku Rangers Office 
Suite 1 / 99 Charlotte Street 

Cooktown  QLD 4895. 
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www.archerpoint.com.au 
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Yuku-Baja-Muliku Newsletter 

Welcome to the fourth edition of the Yuku-Baja-Muliku News. 
We wish everybody all the best and look forward to sharing our stories and 
achievements with you. 
Please contact our office if you would like to contribute to the next edition. 



 

 

Yuku-Baja-Muliku Landowner & Reserves Ltd was formed in 2007 by Yuku-Baja-Muliku Traditional 
Owners. Our Corporation is a non –profit Indigenous Organisation and our objectives are to continue 
working with our sister organisation Yuku Baja Muliku Land Trust representing the interests of our clan 
members and our land & sea.  
We are striving towards a sustainable economy, real jobs, strong culture and effective land and sea man-
agement. Through regaining our land and through the establishment of our ranger program we have 

created the foundation and springboard to achieve our vision. Our current projects include: 

 

• A comprehensive ranger program, employing 14 people who undertake a wide range of land and 

sea management activities; 

• A turtle rescue and rehabilitation centre; 

• Developing and promoting entrepreneurial activity; 

• Establishment of visitor services and infrastructure, including camping sites and walking tracks; 

• Developing a junior ranger program; and 

• Developing and designing a homeland movement. 

 

Yuku Baja Muliku activities, finance and business occurs under the Yuku Baja Muliku Landowner and 

Reserves Ltd (ABN: 68 124 429 009, ACN: 124 429 009) and its sister organisation Yuku Baja 

Muliku Land Trust. The Yuku Baja Muliku Landowner and Reserves Ltd is governed by three Directors 

who are elected by the Traditional Owners. Directors are appointed through an electoral process that is 
held every three years. 

The organisation is overseen by Managing Director Larissa Hale and key management 

positions include an Operations Manager, Administration Manager and Resource Ranger, and Cultural 

Heritage Manager. The organisation has 14 employees, focused on land, sea and cultural management 

and economic development. 

 

We are currently managing projects through funding partnerships with; 

• Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority—Australian Government 

• Working on Country Program—Australian Government 

• Indigenous Land & Sea Rangers Program—Queensland Government 
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Yuku-Baja-Muliku   
Landowner  &  Reserves  Ltd 

ABN:  68  124  429  009 
ACN:  124  429  009 

Administration  
Manager 

Resource  Ranger 
Coral  Hale 

Operational   
Manager 

Michael  Hale 

 

Country  Planning 
Officer 

Lauren  Bowyer   
/  Zeila  Wallace 

Senior  Ranger 
Clive  Henderson 

 

Senior  Ranger 
Conrad  Troy   
Michael 

 

Ranger 
Stephen  George  

Kulka 

 

Junior  Ranger   
Coordinator 
Andrew  Burns 

 

Director   
Irene  Bowyer 

 

Director 
Larissa  Hale 

 

 

Cultural  Heritage   
Manager 

Irene  Bowyer 

 

Managing  Direc-
tor 

Larissa  Hale 

 

Director 
Lauren  Bowyer 

 

Ranger 
Gauai  Wallace 

 

Yuku-Baja-Muliku   
Land  Trust 

 

Cultural  Heritage   
Ranger 

Joyce  Henderson 

 

Cultural  Heritage   
Ranger 

Karen  Baird 

 

Ranger 
Wayne  Sycamore 

 

Ranger   
Ernie  Baird 

 

Forming Partnerships— 
LEFT:  Representatives from GBRMPA and Yuku-Baja-Muliku Tra-

ditional Owners work together in the development of sea country 

management plans and Traditional Use of Marine Resource Agree-

ment. 

ABOVE: YBM Traditional Owners work with Consultant Amanda 

Hogbin on Country Planning document  and discuss world heritage 

nominations.  
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September already, it’s funny that at this time of the year we really start to wonder 
where did the rest of it go. It only seems like yesterday that 2013 began. 
In our last newsletter I introduced myself as a lady of many hats, that is still very much 
the case and that is what I love about our work, we all work together as one, caring for 
our country, for future generations.  
In the last few months we have seen the release of the Cape York Turtle and Dugong Re-
gional Plan, and YBM’s first stall in the Cooktown Ag show, plus many other achieve-
ments. 
Our rangers have gained more qualifications and recognition of the work they have com-
pleted within a number of fields, including the successful turtle rescue and rehabilitation 
project, funded through the Queensland Government Indigenous Land & Sea Manage-
ment Fund.  This project has been very positive giving the rangers a 
chance to work hands on with rehabilitating marine turtles, and 
sometimes becoming very attached to these amazing animals.  
The other project that has become very close to all our hearts is the 
Yuku-Baja-Muliku Junior Ranger program. This program started in 
April this year and has grown a lot bigger then we could ever have 
imagined. Our rangers work with kids ranging from 5 to 13 years 
old on a weekly basis for 2 hours per week as part of the YBM Jun-
ior Ranger program reaching about 30 kids each week. 
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The Yuku-Baja-Muliku Traditional Custodians and 
Rangers have worked very hard on developing a sea 
country management plan and Traditional Use of Ma-
rine Resources Agreement (TUMRA). Both are now 
completed and the TUMRA has been accredited by 
the government.  As part of these plans the  rangers 
will have an ongoing role in management, patrols, 
compliance, marine animals management to name a 
few. 
The Yuku-Baja-Muliku Turtle rescue and Rehabilitation 
Program has had a busy time over the last 12 months. 
Construction of the turtle rehabilitation shelter has 
now been completed and the tanks all set in place, 
with easy access for maintenance when needed.  
There have been quite a few hurdles to overcome but 
with some forward thinking and a lot of sweat we have 
once again pulled through.   The YBM Rangers have 
completed training in turtle wrangling and tagging and 
have started tagging, measuring and recording details 
of turtles on our database to get a better idea of 
numbers and issues  that may be causing sick or 
injured animals. The rangers have loved these days 
of wrangling, tag-
ging and record-
ing data (patrols).  
Another sea 
country activity is 
sea grass monitor-
ing that is carried 
out at least 
4 times 
per year, 
col- lecting 
data on the 
spe- cies, 
seed bank, 
num- bers and 
area. This 
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Fire Management 
Yuku-Baja-Muliku Fire Management program has been 

a great success this year.  Putting in place tried and test-

ed procedures, working closely with neighbours and 

strategically placed fire breaks and early burns to make 

this fire season a lot more manageable.   

Other Projects 
Yuku-Baja-Muliku Rangers have many  land based projects that they 

work on throughout the year, including but not limited to, fire manage-

ment, pest and feral, weed management, water quality testing, compli-

ance and patrols, plus many more.   

One ongoing project is cattle exclusion fencing that is being placed in 

different locations to protect the area from cattle degradation. This in 

turn then allows for native species to return or flourish and we have 

already noticed the return of the Bennett's Tree kangaroo to the Archer 

Point  region within our cattle exclusion zones. 
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YBM Rangers participated in workshops and 

training, in Townsville in July 2013 for turtle re-

habilitation and rescue, Clive Henderson and 

Wayne Sycamore attended these workshops 

and have said that it was very interesting and 

was of great benefit to them to meet other 

people in this field and to see how they run 

their programs and learn other ways that we 

can help the animals that we rescue and reha-

bilitate.  

YBM rangers also participated in training that 

is provided to the  Cape Indigenous ranger 

Programs, for Sea Country Management with 

the Department of Environment and Heritage 

Protection, Turtle and Dugong unit.  This train-

ing had the rangers out on the water learning 

how to wrangle & tag animals after collecting 
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Over the last twelve months our rangers have partici-
pated in a number of different training programs in-
cluding: 
• Tourism training 
• Fire Management 
• ATV Training (Quad Bike) 
• Chemical Handling 
• Boat Licensing 
• Leadership Courses with CYI 
• Chainsaw 
• Mon repo Turtle Conservation 
• Crocodile management 
• Turtle Tagging, Data collection and wrangling. 



 

 

Mareeba Justice Group visit Archer Point 
The Mareeba Justice Group Boys cultural camp was held with the 
YBM rangers for  7 days, Two carers and 18 boys  from 9 year 
old through to 18 years, camped out at Archer Point. A smok-
ing ceremony by the Traditional Custodians welcomed the visi-
tors. YBM Rangers camped with the visitors giving them a great 
time with many different activities devised by the Rangers. Activ-
ity's included Spear making, painting, bush walking, fishing, cooking,  sport and other 
fun activities. 
The Rangers did a presentation of some of their work that they do and had the boys par-
ticipate in different aspects of our day to day duties, ranging from pest and feral moni-
toring and traps, patrols and a variety of cultural activities. 
At the end of their visit the YBM rangers put on a lunch in the Lions Park in Cooktown, 
sharing with the boys the famous Cooktown Fish & Chips ( which disappeared as quickly 
as it was served). During lunch some of the boys decided to test out the music ship and 
proceeded to put on a show utilising the music ship and their own natural singing and 
beat-boxing talents.  They must have been as good 
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The Junior Rangers have learnt many things so far this year. Ranging from dugongs, crocodiles, turtle 

species, general information, sizes of different turtles, Green, Leatherback, hawksbill etc. How many salt 

water turtle species in the world and what issues may affect them around the world.  We also talked to 

the Junior rangers about the general life cycle and how  we as the Yuku-Baja-Muliku Ranger team and 

families are managing these animals sustainably. 

We also learnt about health and safety in the bush, different knots and uses, bird watching, weed identi-

fication and lots more.  The Junior Rangers seem to just soak up everything and it was amazing to see 

even the younger ones being able to identify different weed species once shown them. 

We have up to 30 Junior Rangers in the program that we see every Thursday during the school term.  

This will hopefully be extended to once a week during holidays as well. The Program is run in partner-

ship with Cooktown PCYC and is for 2 hours each week.  Every second week we have an excursion and 

then follow up with activities in the classroom the week after. 

If anyone is interested in their children joining the Yuku-Baja-Muliku Junior ranger Program please con-

tact our office. 
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Why  not  try  out  these  Knots—Our  Junior  Rangers  learnt  these  and  we  had  a  
great   me  doing  them. 
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• Yuku-Baja-Muliku Rangers Crocodile Handling, Surveys Training—Dates to 

be confirmed. 
• Aboriginal Art Online Shop Starting Soon www.archerpoint.com.au 
• Stradbroke Sea Country Forum 11th to 13th November 2013. 
• Indigenous Rangers Seminar—12-October 2013 Cairns Esplanade 
• Construction of  the new YBM Office at Archer Point—Starting November  
• Junior Rangers end of  year party 5th December 330pm at PCYC 
• YBM Ranger Christmas Party 13th December 2013 
• YBM Shut down for Christmas holiday 13th December—however there are 

still rangers on duty so if  you require any information please do not hesi-
tate to contact YBM rangers on 0432 283 357. 

•  
 

Yuku-Baja-Muliku Office is open from 08:30am to 5:00pm. 
If  you have any questions please don't hesitate to visit us at our office. 


