
 



 

 

Our Land—Our People—Our Future 
 

We respect the land and sea that defines 
our community and enriches our quality of 
life. 
 
We value our families, our people and our 
community, we respect our Elders. We are 
strong families with pride and confidence 
in who we are.  We are proud of our cul-
ture and our traditions.  
We stand together  on country as one.  
  
We are dedicated to promoting empower-
ment of people, protection of the environ-
ment and respect of cultural diversity.  
 
We provide opportunities for community 
involvement and provide protection of our 
cultural sites so that younger generations 
can benefit from the conservation of the 
area and maintenance of our culture for 
many more years to come. 
 
 

Larissa Hale  
Michael Hale  
Irene Bowyer  

Clive Henderson 
Stephen Kulka  
Coral Hale  
Zeila Wallace  

Gauai Wallace  
Ernie Baird                              
Karen Baird 

Joyce Henderson 
Wayne Sycamore 
Lauren Bowyer 

 

Yuku-Baja-Muliku Staff  

Contact 

 

Yuku-Baja-Muliku Rangers Office 
Suite 1 / 99 Charlotte Street 

Cooktown  QLD 4895. 
Tel: 07 40 696 957 
Fax: 07 40 696 501 

www.archerpoint.com.au 
 
 

Lot 4 
Archer Point Road 

Archer Point, Cooktown. 
QLD 4895 

Tel: 07 42 222 621 
 
 

This newsletter has been produced  
with the support of the Queensland  

and Australian Governments. 
 

Yuku-Baja-Muliku Newsletter 



  

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

        

Yuku-Baja-Muliku Newsletter 

 
Welcome to the fifth edition of the Yuku-Baja-Muliku News. 
 
We wish everybody Merry Christmas & Happy New Year, and  look forward 
to sharing our stories and achievements with you. 
 
Please contact our office if you would like to contribute to the next edition. 



 

 

Yuku-Baja-Muliku Landowner & Reserves Ltd was formed in 2007 by Yuku-Baja-Muliku Traditional 
Owners. Our Corporation is a non –profit Indigenous Organisation and our objectives are to continue 
working with our sister organisation Yuku Baja Muliku Land Trust representing the interests of our clan 
members and our land & sea.  
We are striving towards a sustainable economy, real jobs, strong culture and effective land and sea man-
agement. Through regaining our land and through the establishment of our ranger program we have 

created the foundation and springboard to achieve our vision. Our current projects include: 

 

• A comprehensive ranger program, employing 14 people who undertake a wide range of land and 

sea management activities; 

• A turtle rescue and rehabilitation centre; 

• Developing and promoting entrepreneurial activity; 

• Establishment of visitor services and infrastructure, including camping sites and walking tracks; 

• Developing a junior ranger program; and 

• Developing and designing a homeland movement. 

 

Yuku Baja Muliku activities, finance and business occurs under the Yuku Baja Muliku Landowner and 

Reserves Ltd (ABN: 68 124 429 009, ACN: 124 429 009) and its sister organisation Yuku Baja 

Muliku Land Trust. The Yuku Baja Muliku Landowner and Reserves Ltd is governed by three Directors 

who are elected by the Traditional Owners. Directors are appointed through an electoral process that is 
held every three years. 

The organisation is overseen by Managing Director Larissa Hale and key management 

positions include an Operations Manager, Administration Manager and Resource Ranger, and Cultural 

Heritage Manager. The organisation has 14 employees, focused on land, sea and cultural management 

and economic development. 

 

We are currently managing projects through funding partnerships with; 

• Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority—Australian Government 

• Working on Country Program—Australian Government 

• Indigenous Land & Sea Rangers Program—Queensland Government 
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LEFT:  Elder Lorraine Baird - enjoying the beautiful weather on her visit to the site of the new ranger office. 
RIGHT: YBM Traditional Owners and staff Larissa Hale and Stephen Junior checking a fence line. 
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So much has happened in the last twelve months and so many achievements.   
 
We hope you enjoy the stories in this edition of the many activities and projects the 
rangers have been involved in and would like to thank everyone that has supported us 
and worked with us this year. 
 
We hope you all have a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year and we look forward 



 

 

 

Yuku-Baja-Muliku Elder Lorraine Baird with Traditional Custodian and Chairperson Irene Bowyer, visiting the build site of 
the new Yuku-Baja-Muliku Ranger Base at Archer Point. 
It has been a very long wait but on the 11th November 2013 the builders started the 
construction of the Yuku-Baja-Muliku Rangers Office.  
The development of the  building has moved forward very quickly and efficiently, thanks 
to builder Lew Collier and his team of trades people, it never ceases to amaze us when 
we visit the site to see how much more work has been done. 
YBM Rangers have worked with the builders to assist them with the ongoing develop-
ment when they are available.  They  have enjoyed working with the builders and gaining 
new skills or honing skills that have not been used for a while. 
We all look forward to making this our business hub and a welcoming Information Centre 
to visitors in the area for years to come. 
Yuku-Baja-Muliku would like to thank all of those involved in the building & construction 
of our new & improved office  and a special thank you to  Stuart Downs from Balkanu 
and the Geelong Rotary Club and the Geelong TAFE students and teachers that volun-
teered at the start of the build for their time and their continuous enthusiasm while they 
visited our area. We know how much the heat at the time must have affected you but 
you all persevered.  
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Turtle Rescue  
& Rehabilitation 

We have had a reasonably good year this 
year with less reports of sick animals, 
however there is still a high number of ani-
mals washing in deceased that had been 
floating for a long time. 
Our most memorable animal this year is 
currently in care is a baby hawksbill ap-
proximately 2 years of age with a shell size 
of  14.5cm. Named Hurtle. While in care 
he has visited the Junior Rangers, who got 
to have their photos taken with him and to 
learn more of these beautiful animals. 

Other Projects 
Yuku-Baja-Muliku Rangers have many  projects that they work on 
throughout the year, including but not limited to, fire management, 
pest and feral animals management, weed management, water quality 
testing,  crocodile surveys, compliance and patrols, plus many more.   
One ongoing project is cattle exclusion fencing with the most recent 
fence being erected on the Ranger Block boundary. 
The team has also being actively working on controlling Lantana in 
the area by manually pulling out the weed. 
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Volunteers  from  Geelong  TAFE  assisted  the  builders  at  the  start  of  the  new  YBM  Administration  Building  at  Archer  Point 

Cooktown  State  School  students  participated  
one  day  a  week  with  general  ranger  duties. 

Tomoyoshi  Maeda  has  volunteered  with  YBM  Rangers  assisting  with  fencing,  even  though  he  had  
never  done  it  before,  weed  work  and  also  helped  out  during  camps  teaching  new  types  of  art  tech-

niques.  He  has  become  a  great  part  of  the  team  with  both  sides  learning  new  things. 
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YBM Rangers attended training offered by Dr Adam Britton from the Big  Gecko Crocodilian Research 
company in partnership with Charles Darwin University at Archer Point and in the Annan River. 
For the project we invited Laura Rangers, Brian Ross and Roderick Doughboy; along to participate in 

the training. We all found this a fantastic opportunity to work together and to get hands on  training 
with crocodile surveys, captures and tagging within the Annan River—Archer Point Region. 

Big Gecko and Charles Darwin University offered  a VET Certificate II in Remote Crocodile Manage-
ment. It is intended to provide Traditional Owners, Rangers, scientists and community staff with nation-
ally-certified skills to allow them to look after their own crocodile resources whether independently or as 
part of a management plan. It provides valuable autonomy in an area with significant community devel-
opment potential.  
The full course is split into four separate workshops delivered at appropriate times of the  year to cover 
key areas in crocodile management. The course teaches fieldwork skills and teamwork, and also an un-
derstanding of crocodile biology, record-keeping and legislative requirements.  
The course is flexible, so each group decides how many workshops they want to focus on. YBM Rangers 
have so far completed:  
Workshop 1 - Population surveys  
Having up-to-date details on wild populations is im-
portant for any management program, and students 
will learn how to conduct population surveys, how 
to record data using systems such as Cyber tracker, 
and how to present findings to the wider communi-
ty.  
Workshop 2 - Crocodile capture and relocation  
"Problem crocodiles" are increasingly an issue in 
Cape York communities. This workshop teaches 
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Over the last twelve months our rangers have partici-
pated in a number of different training programs in-
cluding: 
• Tourism training 
• Fire Management 
• ATV Training (Quad Bike) 
• Chemical Handling 
• Boat Licensing 
• Leadership Courses with CYI 
• Chainsaw 
• Mon repo Turtle Conservation 
• Crocodile management 
• Turtle Tagging, Data collection and wrangling. 



 

 

A word from YBM Rangers Gauai Wallace & Stephen Doughboy Jnr 
 
For the last couple of months the YBM Rangers have been busy carrying out various 
works for ongoing projects. 
 
We were given the opportunity to undertake croc training up and down the Annan River 
where we learnt to track, capture and compile data from the crocodiles we caught. 
 
Our team also participated in Turtle Tagging Training which was delivered by Sam Dibel-
la from Queensland Parks and Wildlife Services who taught our team how to dive on a 
turtle in the correct way to ensure the animal is not harmed and then showed us how to 
tag the turtle, compile the data and release back into the water. 
 
Whilst these training sessions were fun and informative we have also been working tire-
lessly on helping the 
builders with the con-
struction of the new 
YBM Ranger Office at 
Archer Point which 
we hope will be com-
pleted and ready to 
move in to early in 
the new year. 
 
YBM Rangers have 
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This  year  YBM  has  participated  in  a  number  of  events  including  the  Cooktown  Discovery  Festival,  
The  Cooktown  Agricultural  Show  and  the  Cape  York  Indigenous  Land  &  Sea  Management  Exhibi-
tion  on  the  Cairns  Esplanade.   
Each  event  has  helped  with  informing  the  wider  community  about  our  program  and  the  wider  Indige-
nous  Land  &  Sea  Management  Programs  across  the  Cape. 
 
The  Cape  York  Indigenous  Land  &  Sea  Management  Exhibition  held  at  the  Cairns  Esplanade  was  a  
great  success,  with  a  variety  of  Indigenous  land  and  sea  managers  participating  in  the  event,  show-
casing  their  work.  The  event  included  music  by  local  Cairns  performer  Simone  Stacey,  Aboriginal  
Dance  Groups  and  children's  activities 
The  event  was  organized  as  part  of  the  launch  of  the  Cape  York  Turtle  and  Dugong  Regional  Plan.  
Representatives  from  26  clan  groups  across  Cape  York  worked  on  the  regional  plan  for  two  years  to  
provide  a  sound  policy  framework  for  working  and  living  on  sea  country.  The  plan  aims  to  facilitate  
sustainable  management  through  closures  and  quotas,  local  regulatory  systems  and  conservation  
activities,  amongst  a  host  of  other  measures. 
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YBM Rangers and staff have travelled to various locations for training and forums. 
 
YBM Ranger Clive Henderson was given the opportunity to join a very select group of 
people to carry out research on Raine Island with the world renowned Turtle expert Col 
Limpus and a team of scientists, Queensland Parks and Wildlife officers and a select 
group of Indigenous Rangers from Cape York and the Torres Strait Islands. 
The group carried out data collections for turtle nesting such as measurements and num-
bers of turtles that came up to nest whilst the team were there. 
Clive has mentioned how he will remember this experience for the rest of his life as it 
was in his words the most enjoyable trip he has ever been on and to see turtles arrive on 
the beach in such vast numbers was a real eye opener. 
 
YBM TUMRA Officer Lauren Bowyer travelled as a proxy to Stradbroke Island for the 
Queensland Strategic Sea Country Management Plan forum which was to discuss and 
construct a state wide plan on Sea Country Management for the Sea Country Nations of 
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On the 22nd  November 2013 one of our rangers, Karen Baird 
ceased work due to health issues.  It was at this time she was 
diagnosed with a very aggressive  form of cancer.   
 

Karen was a major part of our team and this came as a huge 
shock to all of us. Karen was a hard worker who loved her job 
being on country and being part of the development of a much 
bigger program for the future. She would always walk into 
work with her cheeky smiles and happily greeted everyone 
with Good Morning.  
Unfortunately on the 19th December Karen lost her fight to the cancer, and her family 
held her funeral in Wujal Wujal on the 29th December 2013. Karens daughter has given 
us permission to include the obituary in this months newsletter to share Karens story with 
you all. 
 

We will always remember  her cheeky smiles and laughter in the morn-
ing. The interesting conversations after a night out and the cheeky 
smiles she had when she found something funny.  Karen was always 
the one that would say its alright we can do it, if something needed to 
be done, and was always there to help.  It wont be the same to be back 
at work without her, here with us. 
Karen holds a special place in all our hearts and will be sadly missed. 
Rest in Peace till we meet again. 



 

 

Karen Caroline Baird was one of 12 children, she 
was born in Cairns on the 10th of August 1956. Her 
Father Robert Baird (dec). was a Kuku Yalanji Man 
and her Mother Lorraine Baird nee Doughboy is a 
Jalunji Woman, Karen was proud of her roots.  
Karen grew up in the areas of Wujal Wujal with her 
parents and Brothers and Sisters. 
Karen did her primary schooling at the Bloomfield 
River State School and then she had to travel away 
to continue her secondary schooling, She attended 
Hendra High School in Brisbane. After high school 

Karen went on to study to become a Kindergarten Teacher in Brisbane, after she got her qualifi-
cations she returned back home to Wujal to start up the Wujal Wujal Kindergarten where she 
had worked for many of years. 
Karen had three Children; her eldest and only son, Lawrence Troy, her second child, Renaye 
Gail and her youngest daughter, Zeila Joan.  
Karen was the proud grandmother of 3 beautiful grandchildren Shakaya, Gauai and Zeikera. 
She loved her grandchildren very much, she would take them out on weekend and even week-
days fishing and doing other stuff. She would often buy or bring them stuff for no reason at all, 
but just to show them that she loved and cared for them greatly.  
Over the years Karen spent a lot of time and many special occasions with her family, and had 
the pleasure of being able to stand as bridesmaid for Keith and Doreen Pearson and Rodney and 
Sharon Denman's weddings.  
Karen was no stranger to hard work she was a strong independent woman that had worked as a 
qualified Kindergarten Teacher, Retail shop assistant where she had done a few training cours-
es and received her qualifications, Café assistant, Service Station Assistant, Banana worker in 
Tully,  Cook and Cleaner for a Child Care Centre, a carer and an Indigenous Ranger. 
In 2012 Karen moved to Cooktown to work as a Ranger for the Yuku-Baja-Muliku Landowner & 
Reserves Ltd. to take care of her home lands Annan River and Archer Point. She loved her work 
as she got to do a lot of different types of jobs. 
Just to name a few jobs she did, weed management, planting trees and making gardens which 
she had a lot of time for. The ladies even have their own Rose garden at the Archer Point Rang-
er Base. Karen got to work with Turtles, feeding the sick turtles that was rescued this was one 
of the highlights of her job. Even at the age of 56 she was out in the hot sun fencing with the 
rest of the rangers, she even learnt how to ride a Quad Bike and she had all smiles while doing 
her training, she recently discovered a new passion to paint. But most of all she was happy to be 
taking care of her country which she was so passionate about. 
The Yuku Baja Muliku Rangers holds a Traditional Owners camp, twice a year, during the se-
cond camp in the 2013 September school holidays , Karen was feeling back pains , but she didn’t 
let that get to her, she just took a panadol and continued being the very bright, full of life per-
son she was. She had fun and was very happy to be spending time with her families and going 
out doing things. Karen was still working in early November until the Doctor put her on leave 
on the 11th November.  



  

 

 Her pain had become worse but she didn’t want to leave her job. Her manager, “niece” Larissa 
had to go to her place to tell her she needs to put her health first for herself and her family, so 
she can get better then she could return in the New Year when she is feeling stronger. On the 
22nd November 2013 Karen finished work so she could get better. She kept telling us that when 
she gets better she will return back to work, but this was not the case; she was hospitalised not 
long after and was diagnosed with a very aggressive cancer, which had already reached its last 
stage. 
But in saying this there was never a day that Karen had given up her fight in trying to beat her 
cancer, she was so determined to beating her illness. She stayed very strong and she wanted to 
do everything herself.  Even on her day of her passing she said she was going to return home on 
Monday (23/12/13).  
Despite all her pain Karen showed no fear, she was so brave and so very strong. She had never 
once shed a single tear.  
She was still worrying and caring for her loved ones even in her hospital bed, she still wanted to 
help others.  Well you see this was Karen’s nature, she was a very caring kind hearted person, 
who was always ready to help out.  Karen would always greet people with a big loving smile and 
a friendly hello; she knew how to make a person feel welcome.  
Karen had a charm that only a few people have, she was the life of the party a happy go lucky 
lady that would always share jokes and make friends with all. 
Karen’s family and friends will remember her saying “quotes” like “Blimey” or even “Darling” 
carried out long with her stylish voice. She brought smiles to so many faces and touched so 
many lives. 
Her Cousin’s will miss her calling out to them not by name but by calling out “Sissy”.  
And her Grandchildren will miss her taking them out teaching them to fish, teaching them 
about her culture and how to talk language. Karen spoke her traditional language so well, and 
she new her traditional ways and respected them. 
But when it came to her son in-law Gauai she respected him as her boy. She took him in as if he 
was her own son. She was very fond of him and they were very close.  
Karen’s weekend was always different, but it would always involve spending time with family 
and friends. She would always take families out somewhere.  
She juggled herself between families and friends, so that she was always spending time with as 
many of them as she can. Sometimes her trips would be 2-3 times so that no one would miss out 
on going out for the day or weekend.  
You can say that Karen was always on call ready to help out a family member or friend in need.  
Karen enjoyed spending quality time with families and friends, she loved fishing it was her 
most important hobby, and she also enjoyed camping, her culture and bush tucker. But most of 
all she loved her families and friends. 
Karen was very proud of her children and grandchildren and their achievements.   
Karen will be sadly missed by her Children, Lawrence, Renaye and Zeila and their families,  
Dannie, her Mother Lorraine, her brothers and sisters; and extended families and her many 
friends 
In her last days, Karen was well looked after by the Cooktown Hospital staff.    
She was called away to be with her Lord and Saviour on the 19th December 2013.  



 

 

The Junior Rangers were given a great end of year Christmas party to celebrate what an awesome year 
they have had learning new and interesting things from the YBM Rangers. 
There was heaps of food to go around and the kids wasted no time in demolishing the homemade bis-
cuits, cakes, pizza, pies and sausage rolls as well as all of the yummy candy that were scattered across 
the table. 
Some of the games that the kids enjoyed were old time favorites like “Bobbing for Apples”, “Pass the 
Parcel” and “Simon Says”. 
There was also a Jumping Castle and Face Painting on offer to keep them all entertained until the big 
man himself made an appearance, and the looks on the kids faces as they watched Santa walk in with a 
large sack full of presents over his shoulder was pure joy. 
Four of our Junior Rangers received special recognition as voted on by the YBM Rangers for always par-
ticipating and listening well to their lessons; these four Junior Rangers were Harrison Scott, Kiarna Mi-
chael, Leilani Hale and Brock McMillan, each of them received a special prize for their good work. 
YBM Rangers look forward to meeting the 2014 Junior Rangers in the New Year. 



  

 
Yuku-Baja-Muliku Newsletter 

Why  not  try  out  these  Knots—Our  Junior  Rangers  learnt  these  and  we  had  a  
great   me  doing  them. 
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• Aboriginal Art Online Shop Starting Soon www.archerpoint.com.au 
• Construction of  the new YBM Office at Archer Point—Starting November  
• YBM Shut down for Christmas holiday 13th December and opens again on 

the 6th January 2014, however there are still rangers on duty so if  you re-
quire any information please do not hesitate to contact YBM rangers on 
0432 283 357. 

Yuku-Baja-Muliku Office is open from 08:30am to 5:00pm. 
If  you have any questions please don't hesitate to visit us at our office. 

Yuku-Baja-Muliku Rangers and families  
would like to wish you all  

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.   
Thank you for your support during 2013  

and look forward to working with you all in 2014. 
 


